Comparison of survival and prognostic factors in patients with gastric adenocarcinoma in T2 and T3.
To compare the survival and prognosis after surgical treatment of patients with gastric adenocarcinoma which extends to the muscular layer (T2), and patients whose tumor invades the subserosa (T3). This was a retrospective study of 122 patients with gastric cancer invading the muscularis propria and subserosa, undergoing surgical treatment from January 1997 to December 2008 and followed-up until December 2010. We analyzed demographic, surgical and pathological variables. Of the 122 patients, 22 (18%) were excluded from the final analysis because they showed: positive margin or less than 15 lymph nodes in the surgical specimen, early postoperative mortality and second primary tumors. Among the 100 patients included, 75 had tumors inveding the muscularis propria (T2) and 25 with extension to the subserosa (T3). Overall survival was 83.8%, and 90.6% for T2 and 52.1% or T3. Univariate analysis showed statistical significance in: lymph node metastasis (p = 0.02), tumor size (p = 0.000), tumor pathological stage (p = 0.000), lymph node pathologic stage (p = 0.000) and staging by classification of groups TNM-UICC/AJCC, 2010 (p = 0.000). In multivariate analysis, independent prognostic factors were tumor size and lymph node pathological staging (pN). The lymph node status and tumor size are independent prognostic factors in tumors with invasion of the muscularis propria and in tumors with invasion of subserosa. T2 lesions have smaller size, lower rate of lymph node metastasis and therefore better prognosis than T3.